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1. Context 
Abram Communities Together1 (ACT) Neighbourhood Forum and Abram Ward Community Cooperative2 
(AWCC) came together to commission the Platt Bridge Community Green Visioning Project and this 
accompanying report. Sarah Spanton, director of Waymarking3, led the project, working closely with 
members of the ACT Forum, AWCC trustees and other community partners to develop a co-produced 
approach to its delivery. This project was one element of the larger ΨPicture ThisΩ project (October ς June 
2019) ς which also included a community engagement project and the Platt Bridge Business Premises Audit. 
This project was funded by the Empowering Places Programme (from Power to Change4) and the project 
took place between February and May 2019. 
 
This project took place within the wider contŜȄǘ ƻŦ !/¢ CƻǊǳƳΩǎ ƴŜŜŘ ŦƻǊ economic-focused evidence for the 
Neighbourhood Plan. It linked to a community-led programme aiming to regenerate Abram Ward, including 
Platt Bridge town centre, particularly focusing on supporting community businesses and community-led 
economic development. 
 
The project aimed to: 

¶ Understand the current character and issues arising on the Community Green (see Figures 1 ς 7) 

¶ Design a new social and community-ƭŜŘ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ tƭŀǘǘ .ǊƛŘƎŜΩǎ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ DǊŜŜƴ 

¶ Test that vision with community groups in Abram Ward 

¶ Provide the evidence to contribute to policy development relating to the Community Green in the 
ACT Neighbourhood Plan 

¶ Recommend initial next steps towards achieving a redesigned Community Green 
 
This accompanying report outlines how research took place (Section 2), what the findings were (Section 3), 
details the draft vision for the Community Green (Section 4), identifies key community responses to the 
vision (Section 5), and makes initial recommendations towards next steps (Section 6). 
 
Figures 2 ς 7 Platt Bridge Community Green  
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
1 https://abramwardplan.co.uk/ 
2 https://www.madeinwigan.org/ 
3 https://www.waymarking.org.uk 
4 https://www.powertochange.org.uk/get-support/programmes/empowering-places/ 
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Figure 8 Platt Bridge Centre and Community Green 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 9 Platt Bridge Community Green 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Platt Bridge Community Green is positioned in 
ǘƘŜ ŎŜƴǘǊŜ ƻŦ tƭŀǘǘ .ǊƛŘƎŜΩǎ ǎƘƻǇǇƛƴƎ ŀǊŜŀ 
(Figure 8), surrounded to the East and South by 
residential housing, and to the North and West 
by business premises (Figure 9). The 
Community Green was created following the 
regeneration of Platt Bridge Centre in 2011.  
The entire area of the site is around 1875 m2 
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2. Project methodology 
 

2.1 Project methodology in brief 
¶ Waymarking developed a community design framework for analysing the Community Green as it 

currently exists. 
 

¶ This framework was used as the foundation for an Activity Day for team members and local people. 
 

¶ Waymarking analysed the evidence and visioning ideas gathered on the Activity Day, and designed a 
vision for the Community Green. 

 

¶ The vision was tested by Picture This team members with local people from a range of community 
groups. 

 

2.2 Analysis using the framework 
The community design framework was used throughout the Activity Day, beginning by focusing on issues 
relating to ΨUnderstanding Public SpaceΩ, accompanied by six other overlapping theme areas (Figure 10). 
  

Figure 10 Community design framework themes 
 
1. Understanding public space  
 
2. Access and connections  
 
3. Health and wellbeing    
 
4. Green Infrastructure    
 
5. Experiencing the space  
 
6. Play      
 
7. Sociability and uses     
   
 
 
 
 
 
In particular, participants to the Activity Day were introduced to some concepts and ideas from the planning 

and urban design worlds, including some techniques professional urban designers and planners use to think 

about what makes a good-quality public space. Each theme was presented on an A3 board and discussed by 

participants during a series of facilitated exercises (Figures 11 and 12). 

Government guidance considers design to be important in terms of making good-quality public space. 
 ΨDƻƻŘ ŘŜǎƛƎƴ ƛǎ ŀ ƪŜȅ ŀǎǇŜŎǘ ƻŦ ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΣ ŎǊŜŀǘŜǎ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ǇƭŀŎŜǎ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƻ ƭƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ 

ǿƻǊƪΧΩ  

Paragraph 124, National Planning Policy Framework 

 
Key to exploring the Community Green was an understanding of what the public realm or public space is. For 
the purposes of this project, it was defined thus: 
 

The public realm or public space are the areas of a settlement for the general use of the public, such as 
streets, squares, village greens or parks. These are most frequently in the ownership and control of a 
public body. They are the outdoor, everyday spaces that we move through and linger within. 
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Participants explored how urban design is both a profession and a process ς participants were asked to 
undertake the role of a community urban designer, learning about processes and concepts in order to assess 
the Community Green in its current state. 
 
Urban design as a process was defined as: 

Designing how our cities, towns and villages are experienced and moved through in our daily lives. It is 
not about designing individual buildings, but about the process or art of making a place. It covers the 
connections between people and places, movement and spaces in and around buildings, green and 
open spaces and the processes for ensuring successful places are delivered and maintained. Ideally 
good urban design takes place when a wide range of people with a stake in the area, many different 
kinds of professionals and politicians work effectively together. 

 
See Appendix 1 for a list of all the community design framework sources. 
 
Figures 11 and 12 Two of the community design framework theme boards 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figures 13 and 14 Participants discussing themes (Figure 14 Image credit Cath Long) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 


